
Andy Mattern “Average Subject/Medium Distance” 
Photonews 
July 2, 2018 

They are greetings from the time of analog photography, and yet many viewers 
of these images will arguably think of modern graphics at first. Who still 
remembers the time of “Kodaguides,” which helped the photographers with 
exposure and range, and were available for a few cents? 

Andy Mattern, born 1979, is too young to have been socialized with these 
photographic aids. He came across the colorful paper objects while he was in 
Stillwater, Oklahoma, helping clean up an old community darkroom, and was 
immediately fascinated by their aesthetic, and the mediated claim that 
photographic views of the world could be organized with calculations and 
creative conventions. He writes: “In addition to many text instructions and 
numbers, these objects also contain example photos and graphics representing 
the common lighting situations and subject orientations. The title of the series 
comes from the idea that there is an ‘average subject,’ and that objects can 
exist in the ‘medium distance’ from the camera.” If one thinks how automations, 
image programs, and algorithms can prearrange photographic images today, 
the guides on colorful paper are harmless. But Andy Mattern felt challenged. 
“For me, it is both poignant and also funny that the camera is treated with such 
awe and authority. That a photo can be, for example, ‘right’ or ‘normal,’ are 
terms I find both attractive and also deeply flawed.” 

Mattern, who has made a name for himself with serial-abstract still lifes, decided 
to counter with his own interventions. He photographed the aids and edited the 
data with Photoshop. Images (like sun and cloud) were covered and text was 
removed, but single words like “space,” “more/less,” or “equivalent” are still 
identifiable. Connoisseurs of the history of “Kodaguides” will immediately 
recognize the manipulations of the surfaces. Mattern is interested in “the 
collision between analog and digital, convention and experiment, control and 
uncertainty.” 



Andy Mattern is an Assistant Professor for Photography and Digital Media at the 
Oklahoma State University in Stillwater. He is represented by Elizabeth Houston 
Gallery, New York, who dedicated a solo exhibition, “Average Subject/
Medium Distance,” to his work in early 2018. 


